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to prevent any one who wished to give evidence from doing so, and
suggested he should suspend satyagraha in the interval. "I believe
that by so doing you will he serving your own interests as well
as giving me a respite/3 added General Smuts.
Gandhi, on the whole, was inclined to receive General Smuts'
suggestions favourably. Letters were exchanged between Gandhi
and Smuts, placing on record the agreement arrived at as a result of
a number of interviews. Meanwhile, Sir Benjamin Robertson, the
Viceroy's representative, arrived in Pretoria. But his attitude was
that of the usual English official, and he bullied the Indians instead
of helping them.
On January 21 a provisional agreement was arrived at between
General Smuts and Gandhi and the satyagraha was suspended for the
last time. The satyagrahis were released gradually. Men as well as
women prisoners lived under extremely hard conditions and were
treated no better than criminals. Among the satyagrahis who
succumbed to jail hardships were Harbatsingh, aged seventy-five,
and Valliamma R. Munuswami Mudaliar, a young girl only sixteen
years old. Harbatsingh died in Durban jail. Valliamma succumbed
within a few days of her release, having been in jail for two months.
She had been convicted along with her mother.
Valliamma was a brave girl. When Gandhi saw her confined to
bed with a fatal fever, he asked: "Valliamma, do you not repent of
your having gone to jail?" She said: "Repent? I am even now ready
to go to jail again if I am arrested." "But what if it results in your
death?" asked Gandhi. Valliamma said: "I do not mind it. Who
would not love to die for one's motherland?"
Condolence meetings were held at several places., and the Indians
resolved to erect "Valliamma Hall" to commemorate the supreme
sacrifice of this brave daughter of India. "She built her temple of
service with her own hands, and her glorious image has a niche even
now reserved for it in many a heart. And the name of Valliamma will
live in the South African satyagraha as long as India lives," Gandhi
said in a touching tribute.
In the light of the previous breach of trust on the part of General
Smuts, it was very difficult to persuade the Indians to endorse the
provisional agreement, known as the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement of
1914. "No matter how often a satyagrahi is betrayed, he will repose
his trust in the adversary so long as there are no cogent grounds for